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repeated industrial defeats took the heart out of the Union
members; Left policies and candidates received fewer and
fewer votes. The "Red International of Labour Unions" (a
Trade Union subsidiary of the Communist International)
opened a British Bureau, whose sole important success was
a vote of adhesion from the South Wales Miners' Federation.
In other countries, the new Communist policy and the resist-
ance to it of the existing Labour leaders led to splits which
mortally injured the Trade Unions; in Britain the only instance
of such a split on any considerable scale occurred much later,
mostly in Fife, in the mining industry, in 1927 and 1928, under
very great provocation. The lesson of Syndicalist days had
not been forgotten; however provoked they were the rebels
scarcely ever founded rival "red" Unions.
The newly constituted General Council of the Trades Union
Congress consisted almost wholly of known " moderates." The
Labour Party reaffirmed the exclusion of the Communist
Party, and a "Trade Union group" of M.P.s showed revived
hostility to the I.L.P. In May 1922, the Daily Herald was com-
pelled to come to the General Council and the Labour Party
for financial aid: criticism and independent comment now
ceased. In November the paper was actually taken over by the
Trades Union Congress.
On the capitalist side more and more people were desiring
a return to what they believed to be normality. The Irish war
had ended in British defeat, and the application of the "axe"
in February 1922 had met the most urgent demands for State
economy. When Lloyd George, still thinking in terms of war
finance and war hysteria, nearly broke the links binding the
Empire in an attempt to resume war with Turkey, it was
decided that he must go. A meeting of Conservative politicians
at the Carlton Club decided the matter; in October 1922 he
was toppled from the Premiership with surprising ease. A
General Election followed, in which an un-hyphenated
Conservative Party faced a constitutional Labour Party; in the
void between, isolated and many-named Liberals whirled
confusedly in eccentric and conflicting orbits like asteroids.
The election returned Bonar Law with a comfortable majority;
the Labour numbers ?ose from 75 to 142, which was the more